
The Greater Lynchburg 

Habitat for Humanity 

(GLHFH) Project, òBuilding 

Bridges,ó was launched on 

August 22, 2009.  The 

home is being constructed 

with a family that has an 

autistic daughter.  The 

Poindexterõs are a partner 

family with GLHFH and 

have been serving sweat 

equity hours for months in 

preparation for this build.  

Peakland Baptist Church 

has generously agreed to 

partial sponsorship of the  

project.  Other significant 

contributors include  

Presbyterian Homes, 

Dodson Brothers  

Exterminators and  

Commonwealth Autism 

Services. 

As we raise the walls on 

this house, GLHFH and the 

house sponsors are also 

seeking to raise awareness 

for Autism Spectrum  

Disorders (ASD) and the 

family dynamics changed by 

ASD.  ASD impacts social 

interaction and  

communication skills,  

isolating children and 

adults on the autism  

spectrum.  Families may 

also feel isolated because 

they donõt think that  

others can relate to them 

or understand their childõs 

actions. òBuilding Bridgesó  

symbolizes, in many ways, 

the need for communities 

to choose means for being 

aware of; connecting to; 

and supporting families 

with needs in which we 

can hardly imagine. 

Through this build, GLHFH 

and its sponsors will reach 

out to the Poindexter  

family and show them that 

this community will not 

leave them isolated. 

In addition to  

providing sponsorship 

funds for the build,  

Peakland Baptist is  
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Board of Directors 

providing hearts and hands 

to work on the build each 

week.  Many thanks to 

Tom Gerdy and his crew 

for providing construction 

supervision for the  

volunteers.   

Ruth, Bruce, Keyonna 

and Adrianna Poindexter 

are so excited about  

having a place they will be 

able to call their own.  If all 

goes well, the Poindexter 

family will celebrate 

Christmas in their new 

home. 

If you want to help with 

this build, either as a  

donor or volunteer, please 

contact Pamela Barton,  

Volunteer Services  

Coordinator, at  

pbarton@glhfh.org or at 

(434)528-3774. 

mailto:pbarton@glhfh.org
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òI am struck 

by the 

enormity of 

what GLHFH 

and Central 

Virginia have 

accomplished 

in 20 years.ó 

Deborah Silverman 

Executive Director  

As a Christian housing ministry, GLHFH will provide low-income 

families with opportunities and resources to become successful 

homeowners. 

Mission Statement 

accomplished in 20 years 

The mission has been met by  

serving 270 families through the  

dedication of over 30,000 volunteers 

that have served over 300,000  

volunteer hours.  The people that 

have been involved have come from 

diverse backgrounds, races, and ages.  

Everyone seems to smile when 

they speak of their experience 

with Habitat for Humanity and 

many have been involved for 15 or 

more years.  Throughout the inner 

city of Lynchburg you find GLHFH 

houses tucked into the  

neighborhoods.  In several areas, 

GLHFH houses are the  

neighborhood. A number of  

homeowners have celebrated the pay 

off of their homes.  Children that 

were toddlers when their homes 

were built are working, thriving  

citizens and are a testament to the 

stability of homeownership. GLHFH 

has become a òmovementó that 

Strengthens Families, Builds 

Neighborhoods, and Sustains  

Communities.  

When GLHFH is building a home, 

it is about that family; that sponsor; 

that volunteer group, and that house.  

However, GLHFH is about so much 

more than one house; one family; or 

one sponsor group.  Habitat for  

Humanity is about the action and 

impact of eliminating substandard 

housing conditions (many of which 

have nothing to do with the actual 

physical houseésuch as building 

assets, stability, and pride). The  

experience of building a Habitat for 

Humanity house offers an enormous 

reward that touches people in  

unforgettable ways. Habitat for 

Humanity touches all kinds of 

people from all walks of life.   It is 

clear that the people and  

In November of 2008, Greater 

Lynchburg Habitat for Humanity 

began to celebrate 20 years of  

service to the Central Virginia  

Community.  For the past year, the 

affiliate has chosen a number of ways 

to bring awareness to the impact of 

20 years and to celebrate with the 

community. First,  a 20th Anniversary 

Christmas Dinner  was hosted with 

volunteers.  Next, we were pleased 

that the  community responded  

positively  to an appeal letter by 

sending support for the 20th  

Anniversary House.  In the spring, 

the GLHFH Board of Directors met 

for a retreat and looked at where we 

were 20 years ago; assessed today 

and how we have progressed to meet 

the mission; and discussed how to 

grow in the future. During the spring 

and summer the volunteers built the 

20th Anniversary House. In October, 

a 20th Anniversary Luncheon, in 

honor of the volunteerism, was held 

and many from past activities were in  

attendance.   The celebration will 

culminate with the dedication of the 

20th Anniversary home.  It has been 

a wonderful time of revisiting the 

past; assessing today; and planning 

for the future.  

As Executive Director, the past 

year has reinforced with me the 

òforceó of Greater Lynchburg  

Habitat for Humanity (GLHFH) and 

has reiterated the phenomenal nature 

of the community in which we live. 

As I work through the day to day 

business of GLHFH, I am always 

aware of the importance of the  

mission and the lives it impacts.  

However, taking a look back through 

the organizationõs minutes, historical 

records, pictures, and people, I am 

struck by the enormity of what 

GLHFH and Central Virginia have  

organizations that support 

GLHFH put their faith in 

action and get results!  

GLHFH began as a  

Christian Ministry in November 

of 1988 and it endeavored to 

embrace the resources of all 

faiths and beliefs to build  

homeownership opportunities 

with families in need and to 

facilitate a more compassionate 

community that was aware of 

the impact of affordable  

homeownership.  It is quite 

clear that Central Virginia  

embraced GLHFH and its  

mission with a passion. After 20 

years of partnership with 

Central Virginia, GLHFH 

celebrates the blessing of this  

community.  Yet, as GLHFH 

looks to its future, it is clear 

there is still a great need for 

affordable homeownership. 

GLHFH looks forward to  

another 20 or more years in 

partnership with Central  

Virginia.  The possibilities and 

the impact  for the Central  

Virginia community is  

tremendous.  

 

Thank you Central Virginia  

       for continuing to 

 

  òHelp Build Itó. 

Letter from the Executive Director 
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On July 26, 2009 Girl Scout Troop 255 joined GLHFH on Franklin St. and  

created a landscaping masterpiece!  Thank you to Girl Scout Troop 255 for adding 

beauty to our 20th Anniversary build! Your hard work and dedication to this  

project is greatly appreciated! 

Way to go Girls Scout Troop 255 ! 

THANK YOU  

CENTRAL  

VIRGINIA! 

 

The year 2008 was 

a tumultuous financial 

time and GLHFH was 

among a number of 

non-profits that faced 

the loss of donor 

gifts. However, at 

Christmas 2008 we 

asked donors to sup-

port GLHFH in build-

ing a 20th Anniversary 

house in honor of the 

      20th Anniversary House: Honoring Volunteerism 
 

volunteerism in the 

community and our  

donors responded! 

In September of 

2009, GLHFH com-

pleted  the 20th  

Anniversary House at 

607 Franklin Street in 

Lynchburg.  This 

house will offer a 

family an affordable 

home and is a great 

asset to the 

neighborhood.   

GLHFH wants  

donors to know 

how much we  

appreciate their  

generosity in this  

financially challenging 

time. 

    GLHFH is  

accountable for your 

gifts and invested the 

donations 100% to 

this home.      

Again, THANK 

YOU, we are proud 

to work in such a  

generous community!   


